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The emerging field of Astrobiology is generating new scientific knowledge and perspective at a

rapid pace.  Communication and explanation of this new information to diverse audiences and

stakeholders is an ongoing challenge. During the past year, the NAI Science Communication

Working Group undertook a systematic review of the communication types, diverse audiences,

and technical and societal issues involved in Astrobiology in order to develop a framework for

addressing the complex communications needs of the field.  The resulting Astrobiology

Communication Roadmap was developed through an iterative process to support and complement

the Astrobiology Science Roadmap and its associated Implementation Principles. The

Communication Roadmap identifies specific goals and objectives that outline pathways for

interdisciplinary communication aimed at multiple audiences for varied purposes. Included in the

plan are communications between and among researchers in the multiple disciplines of

Astrobiology; cross-cultural communication with professionals in different science and non-

science fields; communication aimed at the special needs of the educational sector and mass

media professionals; and outreach to diverse public audiences.  At this juncture the Astrobiology

Communication Roadmap is being presented to the NAI community to inform them about this

strategic plan and to invite their comments prior to final revision and adoption of the roadmap as a

guideline for future proactive communication activities.


